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 Volvo Bus Corporation 

Press Information 

Order for 1,000 Volvo buses to Panama City 
 
Volvo Buses has received an order for 1,000 Volvo B7RLE bus chassis to 
Panama City. Low fuel consumption and a high level of availability were 
decisive factors in the customer’s decision to purchase Volvo vehicles. 

 
Panama City in Panama has more than one million inhabitants. A major program is 
currently under way to modernize the city’s transportation system, and the 1,000 
Volvo buses will operate on routes in all city districts. 

The customer is a consortium in Panama called Transmassivo and is led by the 
Colombian enterprise Fanalca Group, which owns bus operators in several Latin 
American countries and represents one of Volvo Buses’ largest customers. 

The order is for 1,000 city buses. The chassis will be built in Borås, Sweden, while the 
bodies will be manufactured in Colombia by the company Superpolo, a joint venture 
between Marcopolo and Fanalca. 

“This large contract is evidence of the superior quality of the brand’s vehicles, and 
reinforces our leadership in organized urban mass-transit systems, known as Bus Rapid 
Transit,” declares Luis Carlos Pimenta, President of Volvo Bus Latin America. 

All vehicles will be equipped with an automated gearbox, ABS and EBS, air 
conditioning, disk brakes and electronic suspension – an advanced kneeling system 
that lowers the bus side to facilitate boarding and disembarking for passengers.  

“Our vehicles’ low fuel consumption and the high level of availability logged by the 
B7RLE fleet purchased by the Fanalca Group in previous years in other cities of Latin 
America were decisive in the company’s decision to once again purchase Volvo 
chassis,” says Luis Carlos Pimenta. “Another strong reason for us getting this order is 
the excellence of our After Sales Services” 

Production of the chassis in Borås will commence this month and will be ongoing until 
the second half of 2011. The first complete buses will be ready for delivery to Panama 
City at the end of this year.



Visit http://www.thenewsmarket.com/volvogroup to access broadcast-standard video from Volvo Group. You can 
preview and request video, and choose to receive as a MPEG2 file or by Beta SP tape. Registration and video is free 
to the media. 
 

Volvo Bus Corporation is one of the the world’s largest manufacturer of large buses and coaches. The range 
comprises complete vehicles, chassis, bus bodies, transport system solutions for metropolitan traffic, leasing, 
financing and service contract maintenance. Volvo Bus Corporation is part of the Volvo Group, one of the world’s 
leading manufacturers of trucks, buses and construction equipment, drive systems for marine and industrial 
applications, aerospace components and services. The Group also provides complete solutions for financing and 
service. 
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For further information, please contact Per-Martin Johansson, press officer, +46 
31 322 52 00, per-martin.johansson@volvo.com 

 

Download picture here 

  


